Journal to Stella              LETTER XVIH

the house is adjourned a week, to give him time to wipe
off his tears. I think it very handsomely done; but I
believe one reason is, that they want Mr. Harley so much,
Biddy Floyd is like to do well: and so go to your dean's,
and roast his oranges, and lose your money, do so, you
saucy sluts. Stella, you lost three shillings and four pence
t'other night at Stoite's, yes, you did, and Presto stood
in a corner, and saw you all the while, and then stole
away. I dream very often I am in Ireland, and that I have
left my cloaths and things behind me, and have not taken
leave of any body; and that the ministry expect me to-
morrow, and such nonsense,
21. I would not for a guinea have a letter from you
till this goes; and go it shall on Saturday, faith. I dined
with Mrs. Vanhomrigh, to save my shin, and then went
on some business to the secretary, and he was not at
home.
22.18 Yesterday was a short day's journal: but what
care I ? what cares saucy Presto ? Darteneuf invited me
to dinner to-day. Don't you know Darteneuf? That's the
man that knows every thing, and that every body knows;
and that knows where a knot of rabble are going on a
holiday, and when they were there last: and then I went
to the Coffee-house. My shin mends, but is not quite
healed: I ought to keep it up, but I don't; I e'en let it go
as it comes. Pox take Parvisol and his watch. If I do not
receive the ten pound bill I am to get towards it, I will
neither receive watch nor chain; so let Parvisol know.
23. I this day appointed the duke of Ormond to meet
him at Ned Southwell's, about an affair of printing Irish
Prayer-Books,19 &c. but the duke never came. There
Southwell had letters that two pacquets are taken; so if
MD writ then, the letters are gone; for they are pacquets
18  The Examiner, No. 34 (3 3), for 22 Mar., defends the Torj doctrine
of passive obedience against Whig misrepresentation; and contains further
observations about Guiscard.
19  Part of John Richardson's proposals. See p. 207 n.19
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